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HONG KONG - CHINESE MAINIAND TRADE GROWS

Figures for the first 9 months of 1949 revsal an increase in lmport trade
with the Chinese mainland ¥rom 19.3% percent to 22.92 percent of the total
_ foreign trade of Hong Kong, as compared with the same period of 1948,

Trade increased fram 276,87i,118 Hong Kopg @ollars for Jamuary through
September 1948 to 440,806,342 Hong Kong dollars for the same period in 1949.
This 1a still far from the prevar figure of 3.2 percént of Hong Kong's im-
ports from the mainland, but the increase of 59.7 percent over last year is
_pacouraging. .

Regionally the following figures show the trend in Hong Kong imports
from the Chinese mainland:

faston (EK %&-s) (HK}%?MB) I—n%:gﬁ

Forth China " T1,314,966 140,086,727 96.43 )
South Chima 176,421,576 - 263,892,401 |
Central China 29,137,576 36,827,214 -- '

The percentage of Hong Kong's total foreign export trade going to the
mainisnd incresgsd from 16.71 percent in September 1948 to 19.95 percent im
September 19%9. The Hong Kong dollar increase was from 184,829,597 .to
318,726,866. 'Ths figures by ragions are :

Region 1048 1049
(BX dollers) (BK dollare)
North China 63;61‘9)588 . 1“07805)9&'9
Centrsl China 44,558,074 77,653,422
South China 76,621,935 101,267,495 .
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Following World Wer II, TS {rade vith Hong Kong occupled an hnporta.u.'j plags
until 194%9. It hns now decreased to s2cond place in Hong Kong imports ana
fourth place in exports.

Prior to the war, trade with the United Kinglom was paramcunt, but since
the war, tiie trade “as been smell. Imports during 1948-49 rose from 182,008,368
to 268,442,139 Bong Kong dollars. Exports rose from 54,637,078 to 107,297,381
dollars.

Wbile there has bean iittle change in imports from Maceo, exports incrsaccd
from 89,843,873 to 17h,301,060 Hong Keng dollars. Most of these goods are
distrivuted in South China.

Percentage relationships for the trade of waricus counntries with Hong Xong
are &3 follows:

IMPCRTS
Comntry 1948 1n % 1949 in 2

s ' 20.00 21.01
Chins 19.3% 22.99
United Kingdonm 2.7 1%.00
Thisilend 6.73 h.11
Malaye. k.49 3.3h
Japan 3.95 3.65
Australia 2.84 2,33
India 2.08 2.02
Balgium 2.07 2.65
Burme, 2.06 0.93
Canada 1.59 2,0k

2.02 0.68

1.42 1.4
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